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of abdicating any of his powers in his lifetime. He gave his
sons no personal domain or revenue which would have enabled
them to act independently of him; the young Henry had a
royal seal of his own, but his counsellors were chosen for him
from among his father's trusted servants. Moreover, the
sons were still too young to be given responsibility ; in 1170
the eldest, Henry, was only fifteen years of age.
But, young as they were, they chafed at the leading 1
strings; and when, in 1173, Henry II gave an appanage in of ma
Anjou to his youngest son, John, on the occasion of his
betrothal to the daughter of the count of Savoy, the jealousy
and indignation of the other three brothers knew no bounds,
and a formidable conspiracy was hatched. The young Henry
fled to the court of Louis, who took up his cause with enthusi-
asm ; Geoffrey and Richard joined them; and they gained
numerous other adherents, who had cause to dislike Henry
or to wish for his downfall—many of the leading barons in
England, the king of Scotland, the count of Flanders. As
events proved, Henry was too strong in England to be success-
fully countered there; but in France he might have been
defeated. It all depended on the king of France, who had
most to gain. However, as usual, Louis, when it came to
the point, dared not face Henry in the field. In 1173 he run
away from the siege of Verncuil when Henry appeared to
defend it, and the same thing happened at Rouen in 1174*
His panic on this occasion was so great that he decided to
give up the struggle, and counselled his allies to do (he same,
Henry's sons made their submission, Richard last of all nwl
most reluctantly, and peace was signed at Montlnuis in
September. Henry pacified his sons by granting ihrm a
revenue of their own, and so made his position once more,
secure. Louis had had the greatest chance of his liiV, and
by his timidity and lack of resolution had thrown it away.
The harmony in the English royal family was only tempo*
rary, but it lasted for the rest of Louis' reign, Richard proved
himself a most efficient lieutenant in AquHuim*, reducing it
to an order unknown before; thus early he displayed iiis
military genius by the speed with which he crushed the unruly
vassals of his province and destroyed their castles. Henry H
seemed to have Louis at his mercy am! to be contemplating
his overthrow. In 1177 he even acquired more domain m

